2l6  THE CASTAWAYS OF THE FLAG
This was the position of affairs. For a fortnight,
the savages had been in possession of Rock Castle,
and it did not appear that they had sacked the
house. It was different at Falconhurst, and from
the top of the knoll M. Zermatt had seen them
chasing the animals, after they had wrought havoc
in the rooms and store-houses.
But there was soon no doubt that the band had
discovered that Shark's Island was serving as a
refuge for the inhabitants of the island. Oa
several occasions half-a-dozen of the canoes came
across Deliverance Bay and made towards the
island. Several shots sent among them by Ernest
and Jack sank one or two and put the others to
flight. But from that moment it was necessary,
to watch day and night. A night attack would be
very difficult to repulse.
M. Zermatt hoisted the flag at the top of the hill
again, for the improbable might happen, and a ship
might come within sight of New Switzerland!